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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Collection will boost interdisciplinary studies 
University acquires Jim 
Harrison's manuscripts, 
other materials 
Grand Valley has acquired the papers of inter-
nationally acclaimed writer Jim Harrison, a 
Michigan native. 
Harrison, an international best-selling author, 
has been published in 22 languages. He is the 
author of five collections of novellas, including 
Legends of the Fall, eight novels, 10 collec-
tions of poetry, a children's book, three works 
of nonfiction, and his memoir, Off to the Side. 
He is a winner of a National Endowment for 
the Arts grant, a Guggenheim Fellowship, and 
the Spirit of the West Award from the 
Mountains and Plains Booksellers Association, 
as well as many other literary awards. 
Harrison's appearance at Grand Valley for 
Poetry Night 2003 drew a capacity-filled 
audience to Loosemore Auditorium. 
Across Campus 
Professor donates African 
American archive to GVSU 
In the course of researching the famed African 
American resort Idlewild, Grand Valley faculty 
member Ronald 
Stephens uncovered a 
rare collection of 
Grand Rapids Times 
archival materials from 
the newspaper's retired 
founder John Bankston. 
Stephens, associate Ronald Stephens 
professor of sociology, 
has donated the Grand Rapids Times collec-
tion of 2,000 negatives, photos and back issues 
of the African American paper to Grand Valley 
for research purposes. Stephens turned the col-
lection over to Grand Valley archivist Robert 
Beasecker on June 13. 
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Courtesy photo 
Through funding from the Meijer 
Foundation, Grand Valley has acquired Jim 
Harrison's works. The author will visit Grand 
Valley once a year to give lectures and semi-
nars. 
Grand Valley President Mark A. Murray said 
the acquisition will be a strong boost to the 
university 's strong writing program. The pur-
chase was aided by funding from the Meijer 
Foundation. In recognition of this gift, the 
university will establish the Meijer Center for 
Writing and Michigan Authors . 
"This collection will give our students an 
opportunity to better understand the path a 
writer takes from idea to publication," Murray 
said. "It also is a valuable tool for scholars for 
generations to come. I am very grateful to the 
Meijer Foundation for its generosity." 
The $600,000 collection, which will be housed 
in the Special Collections of the University 
Libraries, currently comprises approximately 
200 linear feet of shelf space. It includes 
manuscripts, unpublished material, correspon-
dence, notebooks, screenplays, photographs 
and artwork, along with the works of others. 
Harrison will spend one week on campus each 
year providing an opportunity for students, 
faculty, and the Grand Rapids community to 
attend meetings and seminars with him. The 
Harrison literary collection will give scholars 
and the creative writing students an opportuni-
ty to study the creative process from the early 
stages of drafts through revision and publica-
tion. The collection is not limited to one area 
see 'Students' on page 3 
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The Grand Rapids Times was founded in 
1952. Bankston sold the paper in 1988 and 
retired to Richland, Mississippi. 
"At the time, I was looking for information 
that would connect the African American com-
munity in Grand Rapids with ldlewild," 
Stephens said. "That's what was really leading 
me there." Specifically, Stephens had discov-
ered that the Idlewild Revue would play one-
nighters in Grand Rapids in the '50s. 
Stephens said much of the collection deals 
with the civil rights movement and African 
American social life around Grand Rapids in 
the middle 20th century. There are also images 
of some of the famous performers who would 
play Idlewild, like Della Reese. 
The donation of the collection is a final act of 
generosity on the part of Stephens, who is leav-
ing Grand Valley to begin a new position in the 
fall at Metropolitan State College of Denver. 
While at Grand Valley, Stephens headed the 
African/ African American Studies program, 
which celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. 
Two faculty members 
earn Fulbright 
Fellowship awards 
Two facu lty members will teach abroad in the 
winter semester as Fulbright Fellowship 
awardees. 
Jim Persoon, professor of English, wi ll teach 
Shakespeare and African American literature 
at the University of Cape Coast in Ghana. 
Mark Schaub, executive director of the Padnos 
International Center, will teach business com-
munications at the Krakow University of 
Economics in Poland. 
continues on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
Persoon will team-teach an African American poetry course with Kwadwo 
Opoku-Agyemang, a Cape Coast faculty member who had taught at 
Grand Valley on a Fulbright Fellowship. 
"He's the one who got me interested in pursuing this," Persoon said. "My 
main interest is to go to learn and understand how they see African 
American literature." 
Persoon said a shortage of textbooks may present challenges to his class. 
He's begun collecting books from colleagues. 
Both universities are Grand Valley partner institutions. The Krakow 
University of Economics and Grand Valley recently celebrated the 30th 
anniversary of the partnership. Schaub said he looks forward to returning 
to Poland. "It was the first trip I made in this job," he said. 
Established in 1946 and considered America's flagship international edu-
cational exchange activity, the Fulbright Program is sponsored by the U.S. 
Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 
CHS food drive 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Occupational therapy students Carissa Schram (left) and Amy 
Engel load groceries into a car for WZZM-TV's Food for Families 
drive. Students and faculty and staff at the Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences donated food on June 13. 
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WGVU earns awards for two productions 
WGVU has earned national awards for its productions. 
"Hope College Christmas Vespers 2004" received an Emmy from the 
Michigan Chapter of the National Television Academy and "Time and 
Chance - Gerald Ford's Appointment with History" earned a CINE 
Golden Eagle Award and an Aurora Award. 
The Emmy, which went to WGVU for excellence in multiple camera field 
directed, was presented June 25 in Detroit. Director Rob Byrd accepted 
the award. The CINE Golden Eagle Award was presented for excellence in 
the documentary category; the Aurora Award, which goes to independent 
films , was presented for excellence in writing. 
Grand Valley wins 
second straight Directors' Cup 
Defending champion Grand Valley has won its second consecutive Sports 
Academy Directors' Cup in Division II. 
The award is presented annually by the National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics, U.S. Sports Academy and USA Today to the best 
overall collegiate athletics programs in the country. 
Grand Valley won its first Directors' Cup last year and was the runner-up 
the previous two years. This year, the Lakers accumulated 801 points, 194 
points ahead of runner-up University of Nebraska Omaha. 
Developed as a joint effort between USA Today and the NACDA, the 
Directors' Cup program is the only all-sports competition that recognizes 
an institution in each of the four divisions with the best overall ath letics 
program. 
Led by their runner-up finish in women's golf, the Lakers sealed the win 
with five additional top 10 finishes in women's cross country (4th), 
baseball (4th), footba ll (5th), women 's basketball (5th) and men 's cross 
country (6th). 
The other winners were Stanford University, Division I; Williams College 
(Mass.), Division III; and Azusa Pacific University (Calif.), NAJA. 
Across Campus continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and In fo rmation Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadli ne is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffi ll , ed itor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 6I6-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Pew Campus security manager 
the security manager 
for the Pew Campus. 
She is responsible for 
managing the security 
department, staffing 
special events, coordi-
nating VIP security and 
parking control. 
Faculty and staff members can find an on li ne 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/on line/forum/form.hUnl. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
acti on/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's dai ly online pub-
li cation , on the Web at: www.gv now.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Throughout her career at Grand Valley, Kathy 
Ransom has dedicated much of her time to sexual 
assault prevention. 
Ransom teaches investigation of sexual assau lt to 
students in the police academy. She has also taught 
Rape Aggression Defense Training classes and 
worked with the student group Eyes Wide Open. 
Ransom has been recognized for her advocacy work 
by producers of the Vagina Monologues with a 
"Vagina Warrior" award and by the Counseling 
Center with a 2005 Honorary Counselor Award. 
"I am very honored that people feel I have accom-
plished enough to be recognized with these awards," 
she said. "In the field of sexual assault prevention, 
your work doesn ' t always seem measurable. You 
can't go home after work and say, 'I saved three 
people from being sexually assaulted today."' 
After spending several years as a community police 
officer on the Allendale Campus, Ransom serves as 
"It seems like the Pew 
Campus staff has a 
special bond," she said. 
"They're a lot of fun . 
Kathy Ransom 
They keep me on my toes and we are working well 
together." 
Before coming to Grand Valley, Ransom was an offi-
cer at Hope College. "I've spent my entire police 
career in campus law enforcement," she said. "I love 
working with the educational components - teach-
ing students how to stay out of trouble, how not to 
be a victim. I view traditional law enforcement as 
reactionary, and campus work is far more proactive." 
Ransom also works part time at the Kent County 
Sheriff's Department Courthouse. 
What's Ahead 
Johnson Center series 
focuses on accountability 
The Johnson Center for Phi lanthropy will host a 
session on tax accountability for nonprofit lead-
ers and board members. 
" [mproving Accountability in Times of 
Scrutiny" will focus on regulations and annual 
reporting documentation to the IRS . The 
sessions are free and will run from 8:30-10 a.m. 
on the fo llowing dates: 
• Thursday, July 14, University Club, De Vos 
Center 
Across Campus 
• Tuesday, July 19, Annis Water Resources 
Institute, Muskegon 
• Thursday, July 21, Holland Meijer Campus 
Reservations are requested. Send RSVPs to 
Nicole Notario-Risk at notarini @gvsu.edu or 
call her at x 17232. 
Discount admission 
available for art museum 
Grand Valley facu lty and staff members can 
view the current exhibitions at the Grand 
Rapids Art Museum, 155 Division St. , for $ I on 
Saturday, July 16, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
3 Forum I July 5, 2005 
Information about the three exhibitions -
"Winslow Homer: Survival and the Sea," 
"Marks of Distinction : Two Hundred Years of 
American Drawings and Watercolors from the 
Hood Museum of Art," and "4 under 40: 
Emerging Artists of West Michigan" - is 
online at www.gramoline.org. 
Faculty and staff members must present their 
Grand Valley ID cards at the information desk; 
fami ly and guests can also be admitted for $ 1 if 
accompanied by a GVSU employee. 
···---------------------------
tional filmmaking with Hollywood as the ultimate goal. 
"As I have matured in my studies, however, I have come to realize that the 
concrete world around me is far more interesting and meaningful than any 
cliched fantasy I could hope to invent," said Pische. "Now I find myself 
powerfully drawn to documentary as a tool by which I can try to use the 
screens of cinema and television to explore and expand my understanding 
of the world, while simultaneously sharing what I find with an audience 
of strangers." 
Fundraising for this scholarship began several years ago. Much of the fund-
ing came from sales of the "Move-Click-Move," a retrospective collection 
on DVD of animation and experimental films by Professor Deanna Morse. 
TRIO program receives grant 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Matthew Pische stands with, left to right, Deanna Morse and Ginger 
Koning, wife of the late Dirk Koning. Pische recently earned the first 
Dirk Koning scholarship. 
One of Grand Valley's TRIO programs received a federal grant to contin-
ue its mission of supporting students who would be the first in their fami -
lies to attend college. 
The Educational Support Program received a $297,652 grant from the 
U.S . Department of Education. The grant is slated to run for five years; 
renewal at the same annual amount would total nearly $1.5 million at the 
end of the grant period. 
Film and video student earns 
first Dirk Koning scholarship 
The film and video program recently awarded its first Dirk Koning 
scholarship to senior Matthew Pische, an Honors College senior from 
Rockford . 
The Dirk Koning Film and Video Scholarship is an endowed scholarship 
fund whose interest monies will be spent on scholarships for students who 
have made or intend to make media that contributes to the improvement 
of society. The scholarship was recently renamed to honor the late Dirk 
Koning, founding director of the Community Media Center in Grand 
Rapids, and once an adjunct faculty member at Grand Valley. 
The competitive scholarship was awarded based on an essay, resume, and 
grade point average, determined by a committee consisting of film/video 
fac ulty and community representatives. 
The program serves 215 students, roughly half are new freshmen and trans-
fer students. Jacqueline Hill, director of the Educational Support Program, 
said application letters are sent to incoming students who come from low-
income families and would be first-generation college students. Advisors 
meet with ESP students regularly to offer academic and college life support. 
Hill said ESP students are much more likely to remain in college than stu-
dents from similar backgrounds who did not participate in such programs. 
"Many people are unaware that being from a first generation, low-income 
background is a significant risk factor for not being successful in college," 
she said. "If two students enter college at the same time with the same 
grades and test scores, the student from this high-ri sk background is 11 
times less likely to graduate from college." 
When he first arrived at Grand Valley, Pische said he wanted to pursue fie-
••• 
Across Campus continues on page 4 
Students, others can explore Harrison's 'literary creations' 
continued from page 1 
of study. For example, Legends of the Fall was 
made into a movie and could be used by fi lm 
students as an educational tool to study how 
scripts are developed from manuscripts. 
"Jim 's writing stands at the forefront of con-
temporary American literature," said Hank 
Meijer. "This is a unique opportunity for stu-
dents to explore not on ly the career of 
Michigan's most distinguished author, but the 
act of literary creation itself." 
Harrison was born in Grayling in 1937 and 
earned bachelor's and master's degrees from 
Michigan State University. He and his wife Linda 
sold their farm in Leelanau County to be near 
their children and grandchildren in Montana. 
"During the critical years of my childhood our 
family lived in Reed City where my father was 
the county agricultural agent," he said. "Grand 
Rapids was our almost mythological 'capital 
city.' As a child I spent nearly a month in 
Blodgett Hospital due to an eye injury. Grand 
Rapids is thus part of the landscape of my past 
and of my imagination." 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Steven Hecht, associate professor of biomedical 
sciences, was interviewed by WOOD-TV 
Channel 8 for a story about the West Nile Virus. 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, 
was interviewed by Self, Glamour, and Men's 
Health for stories about his study involving 
strength training for men and women. 
Sketches 
Mark Luttenton, associate professor of biology, 
received the C.R. Evenson Award for 
Conservation from the West Michigan Chapter 
of Trout Unlimited. 
Carl Bajema, professor of biology, presented a 
program, "The Grand River Runs Through It," at 
the Van Andel Public Museum. Also, Bajema's 
forest field work was featured on WLUC-TV 
Channel 6 in Marquette. 
Deborah L. Sumner, assistant professor of 
English, gave a presentation, "Proposed Early 
Childhood Education Endorsement Standards," 
at the Professional Standards Commission For 
Teachers held in Lansing. 
Jill VanAntwerp, associate professor of English, 
was co-convener of a session at the Leadership 
and Policy Summit of the Conference on English 
Education of the National Council of Teachers of 
Across Campus 
English in Atlanta, Georgia. She is a member of 
the executive committee of the CEE. 
William Neal, professor emeritus of geology, 
was the lead author of an article, "Managed 
Retreat," published in the Encyclopedia of 
Coastal Science. 
Jeanine Biese, assistant professor of occupation-
al therapy, gave a presentation, "Hand Splinting 
for Upper Extremity Trauma," at a workshop 
sponsored by the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and the American Society of Hand 
Therapists held in Brookfield, Wisconsin . 
Kim L. Ranger, library information literacy 
coordinator, wrote two poems in Spanish, 
"Afioranza de Australia" and "Dragones," which 
were published in Confluencia. 
John Kilbourne, associate professor of move-
ment science, co-presented a session, 
"Understanding Inuit Culture & Games: An 
Aesthetic Inquiry," at the Inuit Art Society 's 
Spring Conference held at Grand Valley. 
Brian Phillips, assistant professor of sociology, 
was a guest speaker on globalization during a 
community forum gathering at Loosemore 
Auditorium and sponsored by Michigan Public 
Radio. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work, gave a presentation, "A Brief History of 
Foster Care Training and Education ," at the 
••• 
National Foster Parent Association's 35th annual 
conference in Garden City, California. 
Movement science faculty members Rick 
Albrecht and Dana Munk presented a coaching 
awareness clinic at Grand Rapids Northview 
High School for the Michigan High School 
Athletic Association. 
Manish Chakrabarti, assistant professor of 
mathematics, presented a paper, "An Invitation 
to Mathematical Induction through Computer 
Science," at the annual meeting of the Michigan 
Section of the Mathematical Association of 
America held at Alma College. He was also an 
invited attendee at the MedlX: Medical 
Informatics Workshop held at DePaul University 
in Chicago. 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
served as a judge for the Kalamazoo Animation 
Festival International. She also led panels at the 
educator's conference on the State of the 
Animation Industry and Teaching Fundamentals 
in Animation. Morse presented a poster and her 
DVD, "Move-Click-Move," at the Digital 
Bridges Conference sponsored by Western 
Michigan University. One of her films , "August 
Afternoons," was selected for a program of inter-
national animations screened at the Paris 
Cinema, France. 
Work wraps on Summer Film Project to the city to reveal what he has believed all of his life - that he was a 
child born of Immaculate Conception, sent as the second son of God. The 
story is told by his best friend , Calvin, played by Joe Anderson, an atheist 
who not only doubts Roy's claim, but worries about the consequences of 
going public. 
There's a lively discussion going 
on about Veronica Peters' hair-
style and whether or not it should 
vary in her two scenes. 
Hollywood veteran cinematogra-
pher Jack Anderson is squinting 
from the bright studio lights as 
he tries to read a light meter. 
Fifty cast extras are arriving and 
asking where to go. 
It may sound like chaos, but is 
actually just another day on the 
set of Grand Valley's Summer 
Film Project. 
Photo by Diana Ramirez 
Tamira Henry, as Veronica Peters, shares 
a scene with John Hawkinson, who plays 
Roy in 'The Gospel According to Roy. ' 
Established in 1995, the unique project offers junior and senior students in 
the School of Communications the opportunity to work with professionals 
and produce a 30-minute film . Filming is now complete, and after the film 
is transferred to digital format, students will spend another six weeks edit-
ing and adding music, voice-overs, sound effects and titles. 
This year's screenplay, The Gospel According to Roy, was written by Andy 
Graham, a senior film and video production student. It was chosen from 
more than 40 entries from 1 1 states and four countries. 
"The script is well done and captures the imagination," said John Harper 
Philbin , associate professor of communications and the film 's director. 
"With as much comedy as drama, this script is a departure from the more 
serious films we've done in the past." 
The film opens with actor John Hawkinson as Roy, now in his 30s, heading 
The final product will premiere at Studio 28 Theatre in November and will 
be entered in film festivals. 
Book by writing professor 
gets reviewed in New York Times 
What does the Upper Peninsula have in common with Saudi Arabia? Ask 
Ander Monson. Or better yet, read his books, Other Electricities and 
Vacationland, in which he makes other unusual links, such as math and 
physics to poetry and fiction . 
Both books have received wide acclaim since their simultaneous publica-
tion in May. A review in the New York Times called Other Electricities a 
"poetic, startling, even funny collection of linked stories." 
Monson, assistant professor of writing, is the first to admit that his writing 
is a bit strange and experimental , but says it also has enough regular ele-
ments to hook a large readership. 
'"Other Electricities ' is a somewhat autobiographical novel told in stories 
by the same narrator, which is me, though fictionalized," said Monson. "It 
is about a place, a murder, and a love story, too." 
The place is Michigan 's Upper Peninsula; Monson lived in Houghton 
throughout his childhood. The murder happened to his baby-sitter, and the 
love story .. . well, read the book. Vacationland, his book of poetry also set 
in the U.P. , won the Tupelo Press Editors Prize. 
